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THE FIRST CHARTER OP THE CITY OP PHILA- 
DELPHIA, 1691. 

[The first charter of the city of Philadelphia, of which the following 
is a transcript, was granted by William Penn, Third month 20, 1691. Up 
to the year 1887 its existence was unknown, when Colonel Alexander 
Biddle found it among the papers of his grandfather, Colonel Clement 
Biddle, a distinguished officer of the Revolution. It is in an excellent 
state of preservation and legible, but lacks the great seal, of which, 
however, there is unmistakable evidence of its having been attached. 
The original document, framed between glass, may be seen at the hall of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

William Penn Propriefy of the Province of Pensilvania To all to 
whom these Presents shall come sends Greeting &c. Know Ye That at 
the humble petition of the Inhabitants & Settlers of this Town of Phila- 
delphia being some of the first Adventurers & Purchasers within this 
Province for their incouragement and for the more imediate & intire 
Government of the said Town and better Regulation of Trade therein 
I have by vertue of the Kings Letters Patents under the Great Seal of 
England erected the said Town into a Burrough And by these Prsents 
Do erect the said Town & Burrough of Philadelphia into a City which 
said City shall extend the Limits and Bounds as it is layd out between 
Delaware and Skoolkill And do hereby name and constitute Humphrey 
Morrey to be the present Mayor who shall so continue untill another be 
chosen as is hereinafter directed And I Do hereby assigne and name 
John Delavall to be the present Recorder to do and execute all things 
which unto the Office of Recorder of the said City doth or may belong 
And I do appoint David LLoyd to be the present Town Clerk Clerk of 
y e Board and Clerk of the Court & Courts to be holden within the said 
City and Liberties thereof And I do hereby name constitute and appoint 
Samuel Richardson Griffith Owen Anthony Morris Robert Ewer John 
Holmes & ffrancis Rawle junr Being the present Justices Citizens and 
Inhabitants of the said City to be the prsent Six Aldermen of the said 
City of Philadelphia And I Do Also nominate & appoint Samuel Car- 
penter Thomas Budd John Jones John Otter Charles Sanders Zechariah 
Whitpaine John Day Philip Richards Alexander Berdsley James ffox 
Thomas Pascall and Philip James to be the present Twelve Comon 
Councilmen of the said City And I Do by these Presents for me & my 
heirs & Successors give grant & declare That the said Mayor Recorder 
Aldermen & Comon Councilmen for the time being and they which 
hereafter Shall be Mayor Recorder Aldermen and Comon Councilmen 
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within the said City and their Successors for ever hereafter be and Shall 
be by vertue of these presents One Body Corporate & Politiq in Deed 
and by the name of Mayor and Comonalty of Philadelphia in the 
Province of Pensilvania And them by the name of Mayor and Comonalty 
of the City of Philadelphia One Body Politiq & Corporate in deed & in 
name I Do for me & my Successors fully create constitute and confirm 
by these Prsents And That by the same name of Mayor and Comonalty 
of the City of Philadelphia they may have perpetual Succession And 
that they and their Successors by the name of Mayor & Comonalty of 
the City of Philadelphia be and at all times hereafter shall be persons 
able & capable in Law To have gett receive and possess Lands Tene- 
ments Eents Liberties Jurisdictions (franchises & Hereditaments to them 
& their Successors in fee simple or for term of Life Lives years or other- 
wise And also goods chattels & other things of what nature kind or 
quality Soever And also to give grant let Set & assign the same Lands 
Tenements hereditaments goods & Chattels and to do and execute all 
other things about the same by the name aforsyd And also that they be 
and shall be forever hereafter persons able & capable in Law to Sue and 
be Sued plead & be impleaded answer and be answered unto defend and 
be defended in all or any the Courts & other places and before any 
Judges Justices & other persons whatsoever within the said Province & 
Territorys thereof in all manner of actions suits complaints pleas causes 
& matters whatsoever and of what kind or nature soever And that it 
shall & may be lawful to and for the said Maior & Comonalty of the 
sd City of Philadelphia and their Successors for ever hereafter to have 
& use one Comon Seal for the sealing of all businesses touching the sd 
Corporation And the same from time to time at their will and pleasure to 
change or alter And I do for me my heirs & Successors give and by 
these presents grant full power and authority unto the Mayor Recorder 
Aldermen & Comon Councilmen of the said City of Philadelphia or 
any three or more of the Aldermen and Six or more of the Comon 
Councilmen The Mayor & Recorder for the time being or either of them 
being present on the first second day of the week in the Second month 
yearly forever hereafter publickly to meet at a convenient Room or place 
within the said City to be by them appointed for that purpose and then 
& there nominate elect & chuse (by the Ballott) out of the Inhabitants 
of the said City fit & able persons to be in the respective offices & places 
of Mayor Aldermen & Comon Councilmen And that such person who 
shall be so elected Mayor as aforesaid shall within three daies next after 
such election take his attestation before the Governor of this Province or 
his deputy for the time being for his allegiance to the King and Queen 
& their Successors and lawful obedience to me and my Successors And 
for the due Execucon of his office And that the Recorder Aldermen & 
Comon Councilmen and all other officers of the sd City before they or 
any of them shall be admitted to execute their respective Offices Shall 
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Promise Allegiance to the King & Queen of England and their Suc- 
cessors and lawful obedience to me and my Successors And shall be 
attested before the Mayor for the tyme being for the due Execucon of 
their Offices respectively which promises and attestations the Mayor of 
the said City for the time being is hereby impowered to take & adminis- 
ter accordingly And that the Maior Kecorder & Aldermen of the sd 
City for the time being shall be Justices of the Peace and Justices of 
Oyer and Terminer and are hereby impowered to act within the sd City 
& Liberties thereof accordingly as fully & amply as any Justice or 
Justices of the peace or Oyer & Terminer can or may do within the sd 
Province And that they or any three or more of them (whereof the Maior 
& Recorder of the said City for the time being shall be two) shall & may 
for ever hereafter have power & authority by vertue of these prsents to 
hear & determine according to the Laws of this Province & of the King- 
dom of England All maner of pleas actons & causes Civil & Criminal 
whatsoever Excepting Treason Murder & Manslaughter within the sd 
City & Liberties from time to time arising & happening Reserving the 
Liberty of Appeal according to the King's Letters Patents & laws of 
this Governmt Hereby also impowering them or any three of them 
(whereof the Mayor & Recorder for the time being shall be two) with 
the Town Clerk to hold & keep a Cort of Record quarterly or oftener if 
they see occasion for the Inquiring hearing & determining of the pleas 
aforesaid as also for the hearing & Deciding causes in Equity arising in 
ye sd City And I Do by these prsents assign & appoint That the prsent 
Mayor Recorder & Aldermen herein before named be the prsent Justices 
of the Peace & Oyer & Terminer within the sd City & liberties aforesd 
And That it may be lawfull to & for the sd Mayor & Comonalty and 
their successors to erect a Gaol or prison & Court house within the sd 
City And that the Mayor and Recorder for the time being shall and 
by these prsents have power to take Recognizance of debts there accord- 
ing to the Statute of Marchants & of Acton Burnel and to use & affix 
ye sd Comon Seal thereunto & to all certificates concerning the same 
And That it may be lawfull to & for the Maior of the sd City for the 
time being forever hereafter to nominate & from time to time appoint 
the Clerk of the Markett who shall have assise of bread wine Beer wood 
& other things & do execute & perform all things belonging to the Office 
of Clerk of the Markett within the sd City And I will That the Coroner 
& Sheriff of the County of Philadelphia for the time being Shall be the 
Coroner & Sheriff of the sd City & Liberties thereof But that the 
ffreemen & Inhabitants of the sd City shall from time to time as often as 
occasion be have equall Liberty with the Inhabitants of the said county 
to recommend or chuse persons to serve in the respective Capacities of 
Coroner & Sheriffs for the Said City & County who shall reside within the 
sd City And That the Sheriff of the sd City & County for the time being 
shall be the Water Bayliff who shall & may execute & perform all things 
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belonging to the Office of Water Bayliff upon Delaware River & all 
other navigable Rivers & Creeks within this Province And in case the 
Maior of the sd City for the time being shall during the time of his 
Mayoralty misbehave himself or misgovern in that office I Do hereby 
impower the Recorder Aldermen & Comon Councilmen or four of the 
Aldermen and Eight of the Comon Councilmen of the sd City of Phila- 
delphia for the time being to remove such Mayor from his office of 
Mayoralty and in such case or in case of death of the sd Mayor for the 
time being That then another flit person shall within fouer daies next 
after such death or removall be chosen in maner as is above directed for 
electing of Maiors in the place of him so dead or removed And least 
there should be a failure of Justice or Government in the sd City in such 
Intervall I Do hereby appoint That the oldest Alderman for the time 
being shall take upon him the office of a Maior there & shall Exercise 
the same till another Mayor be chosen as aforesd And in .case of the 
disability of such oldest Alderman then the next in Seniority shall take 
upon him the sd office of Maior to exercise the same as aforesd And in 
case the Recorder or any of the Aldermen or Comon Councilmen or any 
other of the officers of & belonging to the said City for the time being 
shall misbehave him or themselves in their respective Offices and places 
they shall be removed and others chosen in their stead in maner follow- 
ing that is to say The Recorder for the tyme being may be removed (for 
misbehauior) by the Maior and ye major part of the Aldermen and 
Comon Councilmen respectively and in case of such removal or of the 
death of the Recorder Then to chuse another fit person Skilled in law to 
be Recorder there and so to continue during pleasure as aforesd And the 
Aldermen [sic] so misbehaving himself [sic] may be removed by the 
Maior Recorder and major part of the Aldermen and Comon Council- 
men And in case of such removall or death Then within four dais after 
to chuse a fitt person or persons to supply such vancancys And the 
Comon Councilmen Town Clerk Constables Clerk of the Markett and 
other Officers for neglect or misbehauior shall be removed & others 
chosen as is directed in ye case of Aldermen And I do also for me and 
my successors by these prsents grant to the said Maior & Comonalty & 
their Successors That if any of the Citizens of the sd City shall be here- 
after elected nominated & chosen to the office of Mayor Aldermen or 
Comon Councilmen as aforesaid and having notice of his or their sd 
election shall refuse to undertake & exercise that office to which he is so 
chosen That then & so often It Shall and may be lawfull for the Maior 
and Recorder Aldermen & Comon Councilmen or the major part of the 
Aldermen and Comon Councilmen for the time being according to their 
discretion to impose such moderate fines upon Such refusers so as the 
Mayors ffine exceed not ten pounds The Alderman five pounds and 
Comon Councilman four pounds and other Officers proportonately To 
be levyed by distresse & Sale by warrt under the Comon Seal or by other 
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lawfull waies To the use of the sd Corporation And in Such Cases It 
shall be lawfull to chuse others to supply the defects of such refusers in 
maner as is above direct for Electons And That it shall and may be law- 
full to and for the Mayor Recorder and one of the Aldermen for the time 
being from time to time so often as they shall find occasion to sumon a 
Comon Council of the said City And that no Assembly or meeting of the 
said Citizens shall be deemed and accounted a Comon Council unless the 
said Maior and Recorder and at least three of the Aldermen for the time 
being and fouer of the Comon Councilmen be present And also That the 
said Mayor Recorder Aldermen & Comon Councilmen for the time being 
from time to time at their Comon Council shall have power to admitt 
such & so many ffreemen into their Corporaton & Society as they shall 
think fitt And to make and they may make Ordain Constitute & estab- 
lish such and so many good and reasonable Laws Ordinances & Consti- 
tutor (not repugnant to the Laws of England or of this Government) 
as to the greatest part of them at such Comon Councils assembled 
whereof the Mayor & Recorder or in their absence four of the Aldermen 
for time being to be alwaies some shall seem necessary & convenient for 
the good Government of the said City And the same Laws Ordinances 
Orders & Constitutons so made to be putt in use and operaton accord- 
ingly by the proper Officers of the said City And at their pleasure to 
revoke alter and make anew as occasion shall require And also to impose 
such mulcts & amerciaments upon the breakers of such Laws & Ordi- 
nances as to them in their discreton shall be thought reasonable To be 
levyed as above is directed in case of ffines to the use of the said Corpo- 
raton without rendring any account thereof to me my heirs & Successors 
with power to the Comon Council aforesd to mitigate remitt or Release 
such ffines and mulcts upon the submission of the parties And I do fur- 
ther grant to the said Mayor and Comonalty of the said City of Phila- 
delphia That they and their successors shall and may forever hereafter 
hold & keep within the said City in every week of the year Two markett 
daies The one upon the fourth day of the week and the other upon the 
seventh day of the week in the place already appointed or in such other 
place as they shall think convenient And also three ffaires there in every 
year The first of them to begin on the Sixteenth day of the Third month 
yearly and so to be held in & about the markett place and continue for 
that Sixteenth day & two dayes next following The next to be kept at 
the Center of the said City on the thirtieth & one and one & thirtieth 
daies of the Sixth Month yearly And third of the said ffaires to be held in 
or about the markett place on the Sixteenth Seventeenth & Eighteenth 
daies of the Ninth Month yearly Hereby giving and granting That this 
present Charter or Grant Shall in all Courts of Law and Equity be con- 
strued and taken most favorably and beneficially for the said Corporaton 
Given under the Broad Seal of the said Province Witnes Thomas LLoyd 
Deputy Governor of the said Province of Pensilvania with the advice 
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and assent of the Provincial Council at Philadelphia the Twentieth day 
of the Third Month in the third year of the Eaign of William and Mary 
King and Queen of England Anoqe Dni One Thousand six hundred 
ninety and one. 

Tho : LLOYD 

Depty Gov™ 
Eecorded in the Office of Eolls & Publiq Eegistry 1 
at Philadelphia the 29th day of the third month Y Patent Book A. 
1691. Ex d pr Da. lloyd Deput. 3 

PLACE 

WHEBE SEAL 

WAS 

AFFIXED. 

[Endorsed: "Philadelphia City Charter."] 



